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v;.??Om"^‘ the Hoti^'tren^f in cbm-'v'rpTTTrn??^^ dUpiay ecrMnare'easyA^ing^eatureiMtiliti even whM the' 

-*-^* — 'lu-xL-•--t.■ It—V-<M»^ >1-— Sn r*aM ThjiluvrMn p«frMhMi (f««lf ^/•nmnutAr'!■ riinnlnsr on'WAlt GUP* 


puUng :if; portablee. that' pack ;^the \;l 
■ powerof. deakt6p‘cbmputeri.':r.ir V 
' ::v And by; portable>l i don't. mean iU- 
.' the'MwJnf. machine:'6r even the u-. 
lunch box deeigna of recent memo*!;^' 
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lunch box deeigna of recent memo* 

7ry.' I’m referrlng^'tol-Vlaptopa’’^—'.’V' 

; light; enough and bmall .enough to'^ 
literally reaton yourlap.Ti',' ;•.<• 

. One entrant In this crowded are*, v. 
na' ia'an ".'XT'! clait' laptop from 'P 
■ GRID Syitema.i’;'(':f!ijll?^^^ v-i- 
:.:GR1D r-oneof the earlieat play-; Hmei *—« 
'em in thli market —la known for ;;-: — 



•^and.operate in.;::over another.iThe video standard:Xtime.deak unit,'and'l still haven't' 
;^frorit of .a cli*-.'.*ls 'of the old style.'; - * adjusted to this frustrating,delay;*' 

: ent.it-j.;.: t " -IrAll of these features'considered •; BThe bottom line:-The; laptop'- 
Proces-V together yield a'capable, ^ light* market is so competitive that sue* ■ 
;|aK)r,‘drivM and weight portable that could almost' ."cessful models have to do^just. 
memory.* The . "double'aB\^a desktop computer. \.Vabout everything right.-The GRID 
Ir processor'chip ’^That is. if you can, live .with one. • 140XT comes close in with its XT 
:.,:GRiD — onebf the earliest play -hmm '*• • unre*'„ -very annoying mlnux *./ v:- ' • ‘ - technology In an attractive,' rea*- 

'era in thU market — is known for ;;-: — ' markable, old-* * Any laptop that usra a hard disk ..‘sonably priced package.* ' 

supplying rugged, if pricey,-units.. 'style, 8088-type chip running at the and optionally runs, on batteries . - • if this machine'had a continu*. 
One of their^best coups has been ** pMestrlan speeds of 4.77 or 8 MHz; has to have some energy conserva*. ously running hard disk when it's 
■supplying laptop computers for the ^'the one floppyJs a S'/t-lnch, 720 -• lion features. On this model the ■ notpowered by. batteries,'then it 
. NASA space shuttles.. C -,' > •; * kilobyte capacity, while the. hard ' main battery saver is the automat*would be* a solid contender in the 

' A less exotic model for Earth* disk is <20. megabytes; it.has a us* ;. ic shut down of the hard disk after laptop market. ^ * 

lings is the GRID 140XT. But this able random accet memory of 640 there has been no access for sever* The 140XT costs - $2,750 from 
machine has one design flaw that - kilobytes, which is not expandable, - al minutes. : GRID; Systems Corp.,'P.O. -Box 

makes it irksome to use as a regu*:' ■ Display ;and .keyboard.' The .f V' The downside of,this arrange* 500 s, Fremont,' Calif; 945S7; (415) 
‘lar computer.'.Jr’,'' r.. keyboard-has'only 76. key 8 ,, so .ment is having to endure a lag .of 'e 5 $. 47 oo, > 

'The 140 XT's spMlficati^ are:. :many serve double duty;The keys . roughly- eight seconds whenever ! < ^^ 

■ Physical characteristics. At a* have some-audible feedback and f you do anything that involves the j Hlliel Segal's weekly column 
comfortable 12.8 pounds, with bat*.. are.too noisy for taking minutes in. * hard dbk. ' evaluates gadgets, smalt-computer 

tery, it can be usm as a true lap* a meeting..;' .^. .. - *' While,it might be argued that hardware and software, seminars, 

top. Its gray metal case has hand*.■ Display.- The high-contrast this is a necessary concession for and books'designed to enhance 
some styling. It's the sort of solid blue characters on the backlit Ilq* "portable hard disk use, this annoy- - business productivity. 























